The Preston Press
Volume 1, Issue 1
Monday, September 4

Monday, August 28

#AllenPrestonPride

Welcome to Preston Elementary!

Labor Day - Student Holiday
NO SCHOOL

Dear Parents,

Tuesday, September 5

WOW! This has been such a wonderful two weeks as we have prepared for
and begun our charter year at Preston Elementary.

Watch D.O.G.S. Pizza Night
5:30 - 6:30 pm in Cafeteria
PTA General Meeting
6:30 - 7:30 pm at PES

Thursday, September 7
PTA Volunteer Meeting
9:30 - 10:30 am in PES MPR

Friday, September 8
Spirit Night at
Dave & Busters
6:00 - 9:00 pm in Frisco

I cannot begin without first thanking PTA and our wonderful volunteers!
August 14th was our move-in day. Volunteers came out in FORCE! Support
for our teachers was so overwhelming in such a positive way. Our teachers
and staff are grateful for the time PTA has dedicated, the healthy snack cart
choices for us, back to school cookies and treats, lunch on the first day, our
eclipse glasses and certainly our “Eclipse Patrol” volunteers! We are so
appreciative of our PTA and cannot wait to see what is in store for our
school this year!
We hope that our Preston community and neighborhoods enjoyed our First
Annual Back to School Parade. Our staff thoroughly enjoyed driving through
the streets, seeing smiling and happy faces of students and families. The
signs you made were so creative and beautiful, bringing happiness to our
hearts!

Celebrating the opening of Preston Elementary

Meet the Teacher and our Ribbon Cutting was a huge success! We hope
that you are as proud of our campus as we are, from the front vestibule
mural to our water stations on every corner and in the gym.
Dr. Jenny Preston and Dr. Scott
Niven at the PES Ribbon Cutting

Letter from Mrs. Walker continued on Page 2
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I want to thank everyone for your patience and understanding as we are literally figuring some things out as
we go in regard to traffic, monitoring our pedestrian plans, bike racks, and back trail/gate schedules. We are
even in future planning stages with the new neighborhood which will begin construction before we know it.
Please remember as the undeveloped land, in which our campus is surrounded by, is developed into a future
neighborhood, we will need to work together to exhibit patience and flexibility with changes that will definitely
occur. I assure you that I will do all I can to communicate plans with everyone, as clearly as possible. If you
have questions along the way, please don’t hesitate to send your questions to us.
As a reminder, I want to express my excitement in the overwhelming participation of bikers, scooter riders, and
walkers to Preston. With this, we were pleasantly surprised by the number of walkers and bikers who are
using Chelsea Drive to Baugh Drive for arrival and dismissal. We will be adding bike racks to our campus from
Baugh Drive! This should help our families who are coming to/from school from Chelsea Drive. Thank you for
your patience and understanding as we have quickly tried to make changes and accommodate this group of
Preston students and families. As I stated, this was a nice surprise, in which we quickly made changes to, in
order to meet the needs of our community. This is something that we could not perfectly plan for until we “got
the ball rolling on the first day!”
On behalf of Preston teachers and staff, I send my well wishes and gratitude to you and your families. Thank
you for joining us to make Preston Elementary the very best that we can be.
Respectfully,
Mrs. Walker

Inaugural Preston Elementary Parade

We were ready for the first day of school! Go Pride!

Follow the Funds:

The PTA’s Dollars at Work

This expense allowed for each Preston
student to witness an educational
scientific event.
$150 - 600 pairs
(What a Deal!)

A one-time expense required to
participate in the national
organization.
$450
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Upcoming Events Spotlight
Preston PTA Inaugural Campus Meeting
Tuesday, September 5th at 6:30pm, the PTA will hold its first
association meeting at Preston Elementary. The PTA is excited
to be able to hold a meeting on campus after months of
scheduling space at the Allen ISD Service Center and in homes.

PIZZA NIGHT
FREE Pizza, Drinks and Fun!
Dads, granddads, uncles, step-dads and
adult brothers – this is your chance to
serve as positive male role models at
Preston and be an extra set of eyes and
ears for our campus.
Join us Tuesday, September 5th, from
5:30 - 6:30pm in the Preston Elementary
Cafeteria, for WATCH D.O.G.S. Pizza
Night. This one’s just for dads, and we will
also have coloring activities for the kids.
Come and learn more about our program,
meet fellow WatchDOGS, and sign up for
your spot!

*** RSVP ***
Go to the Preston PTA website and click
the button that says “Pizza Night RSVP.”
Please respond ASAP so we have an
accurate count for the pizza.
Questions? Email Brian Conway
ptawatchdogs.preston@gmail.com

This meeting is for all members or those who would like to learn
more about PTA. Come join fellow Preston PTA families to meet
the PTA Executive Board, hear what we have been up to for the
last 6 months, and learn about plans for the year.
This important meeting will immediately follow Watch D.O.G.S.
pizza night in the cafeteria. So dads, plan to stick around!
(Moms, come on up to join the rest of the family at 6:30pm after
your lengthy and totally sufficient one-hour break!)

Spirit Night at Dave & Busters
Bring your family & friends to Dave & Busters for a night of
games, food, and fun and help support our school!
Friday
September 8th
6pm-9pm

Stonebriar Centre
2601 Preston Rd.
Frisco, TX 75034

All guests attending D&B for the Preston Elementary School
Spirit Night will need to save a copy of their receipt, and drop it
off at the front desk where they will have a custom "drop box".
D&B will donate 20% of all sales from receipts that are turned in.

Destination Imagination Sign-Up
Destination Imagination (DI) is a project-based educational program that inspires and equips students to
become the next generation of innovators and leaders. Teams in our program improve in creative thinking,
critical thinking and collaborative problem solving. Our participants work together on challenges in one of
seven areas: Technical, Scientific, Engineering, Fine Arts, Improvisational, Service Learning and Early
Learning.
Sign-up to join a Destination Imagination team on the PTA Website!
Questions? Email: ptadichair.preston@gmail.com
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Back-To-School Packet

PTA Membership Starts Strong

The Preston PTA is going paperless! All of
your Back-to-School paperwork has been
consolidated into a paperless and painless
packet of forms that you can complete on the
Preston PTA website. You will need to register,
login, and complete your parent and student
information first. The packet contains the
following forms:
●
●
●
●
●
●

PTA Membership
No-Fuss Fundraiser
Field Trip Shirt
Spirit Wear and Gear
Popcorn Thursdays
Volunteer Interests
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The first day of school was amazing at Preston Elementary
in every way and one way you probably didn’t know was
that on that day there were already 392 PTA members!
That is a HUGE number considering that enrollment is
approximately 540 students.
This school community values PTA membership and it
shows. Our parents, staff, and grandparents know that PTA
membership means Advocacy for our students, Programs
for our students, Volunteerism in our school, and Support
for our staff. It takes everyone working together to make all
of that happen.
If this is your first time thinking about becoming a PTA
member and have questions please feel free to reach out
to any board member (all are listed on the website), learn
more about what PTA does from the website, and join us at
our PTA Meeting September 5th at 6:30pm in the cafeteria.
If you already know you
want to become a PTA
member but haven’t had a
chance yet, sign up today
at prestonpta.org. It’s quick
and easy and it means so
much for the Pride of
Preston Elementary…
our kids!

Approved Field Trip Shirt

Preston Pride Yard Sign

Every student should order the
approved Preston Elementary
School field trip shirt. Order now
to have a field trip shirt in time for
Fall field trips. The order form is
included in the Back-to-School
packet.

There are less than 20 Pride of
Preston yard sides left. We will
not order any more once they are
gone. Don’t miss out on this
opportunity to show your pride!

September 1st is the last day to
order popcorn for your student to
be included in the September
Popcorn Thursday delivery.
Deadline for all popcorn orders is
October 1st.

The Preston Press

The Preston Press

Reminder:
No Animals on Campus
ANIMALS ON CAMPUS
pg. 38 of Allen ISD Student Handbook
Dogs or other pets should not be brought on school
grounds due to student allergies and safety
reasons (unless assisting the handicapped or
required by an individual course). This includes
arrival and dismissal times.
*At Preston specifically, this includes the back gate,
front area where Baugh meets Hilliard, and all
campus sidewalks/parking lots on all sides of the
building.
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No-Fuss Fundraiser
Thank you so much for your donations to the Preston
PTA No-Fuss Fundraiser! We have currently raised
over $14,000! Every dollar will be spent for our school
and students. It is our goal for this to be our only
fundraiser this year. We know our Preston families
are busy. We don’t want to sell wrapping paper,
cookies, or even have a fun run! With your support, we
are going to have a fantastic year, make some much
needed purchases for the school and kick off some
amazing new traditions for our Preston families.
Want to learn more about the No-Fuss Fundraiser or
want to donate?
Email Amy Hall: ptafundraising.preston@gmail.com

Preston PTA Inaugural Scrapbook
We are very excited about kicking off our first year at Jenny
Preston Elementary, and we want our inaugural scrapbook
to be just as special!
Our PTA Historian will be
creating a scrapbook as a
keepsake for Jenny Preston
Elementary full of pictures of
the programs and events
sponsored by our PTA.
Since our PTA Historian cannot attend every event or
capture every special moment, we are asking for your help
in contributing pictures to be included in the scrapbook.
●
●
●

Share your photos on Shutterfly
Email photos to ptahistorian.preston@gmail.com
Tag your Instagram photos with #AllenPrestonPride

Tip: If your Instagram account is set to private and you add
a hashtag to your post or tag, the post won't appear publicly
on the corresponding hashtag page. Only your approved
followers will be able to see your posts on hashtag pages or
in Instagram Direct messages.
Questions? Contact ptahistorian.preston@gmail.com

The Inspiration Station
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2017-18 National Reflections Contest
Express your artistic talent and tell us what's within reach through
Reflections! Each year, the National PTA Reflections program offers local,
regional, state and national opportunities for young artists to be recognized
for their creativity. Eligible students may enter any or all of the six art
categories: Dance Choreography, Film Production, Literature, Music
Composition, Photography, and Visual Arts. Grade divisions include:
●
●
●
●

ARTS in
Education

Primary: Preschool - Grade 2
Intermediate: Grades 3-5
Middle School: Grades 6-8
Special Artist: All grades welcome

Within Reach will be featured as the 2017-2018 Reflections theme.
Submissions are considered for local, regional, state and national level
awards and prizes. All entries must be turned in to Mr. Preston in the Art
Room by Friday, October 27, 2017.
See the Preston PTA Reflections page for more details.

Need Arts in Education
Sub-Committee Chair

2019-20 REFLECTIONS THEME SEARCH CONTEST
The search is on for a future National PTA Reflections theme!

Reflections is an Arts Contest
conducted by National PTA across
6 categories. It is a great way for
budding artists at Preston to
demonstrate their creativity and get
acknowledged for it.

Each state selects five student theme suggestions to advance to
national-level judging. National PTA then selects one exceptional
theme on February 1, 2018 to inspire creativity for the 2019-2020
PTA Reflections program. The student winner will receive $100 and
recognition at the Annual National PTA Convention.

Reflections
needs
a
Parent
Volunteer who can coordinate the
collection of entries, promote the
program at school and arrange the
judging of the entries received. This
is an established program with set
rules and procedures.

Theme Search judges look for a focused and clear theme promoting
PTA values that is appropriate for all grades and applicable to all arts
categories. Past themes are not considered.
To submit your theme suggestions, follow the links below. There is no
limit to how many different themes you can enter! Deadline for
submissions is November 5, 2017.

At the school level, we will need
your help primarily in Oct and Nov.
Interested? Contact
ptaartsed.preston@gmail.com

Reflections Theme Search Entry Form
Past Reflections Program Themes
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Move In Day
Setting the Tone for Our Pride
By Jena Barocio - PTA President
There was a light drizzle outside in the early morning of Preston Elementary Move-In Day but there was
immense energy and excitement inside the new school. More than 30 parents and high school students
descended on Preston Elementary and made quick work of all that needed to be done…Hallways and
classrooms were cleared of boxes and trash, teacher’s cars were unloaded and items delivered to
classrooms, and musical instruments were unboxed and assembled. Nearly everyone took a turn sweating in
the gym with Coach Coston and district personnel unpacking and sorting all the colorful PE equipment (much
assembly was required).
The hustle and bustle was incredible and the support overwhelming for most faculty members. Music teacher,
Jennifer Bush said, “Thank y’all so much for helping! It would’ve taken me days to get it all done by myself!”
“Our staff is so appreciative! Just like our Vision Statement says…The Power of Pride-Side by Side! We
couldn’t have done it without you PTA!!! Thank you,” stated Mrs. Walker. Those sentiments were shared by
many who expressed gratitude at every turn.
The tone at Preston Elementary was set on that day with a shared purpose, eager hearts, and a willingness to
get a little (or a lot) dirty. From volunteers who brought water and snacks to those who gave an hour or all day
to serve your child’s school during the week prior to school, WE THANK YOU ALL! And we look forward to an
amazing year for the Preston Community!
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Summer Happenings Recap
Preston Elementary Summer Playdates
By The PTA Welcome Team
I don't know about you, but for my family, summer flew by! And for the members of the Hospitality Welcome
Team, summer came and went in a flash. The welcome team was busy all summer planning fun events for
every grade. Since everyone at Preston Elementary is new this year, the welcome team wanted to make
sure everyone found a friend! We hope you were able to join us at one of the nine events of the summer.
Whether you and your children found new friends and fun at the park or splash pad, or you reunited over
trampolines and dodgeball, the welcome team was happy to see all the new Preston students and families.
With over 200 kids at various summer activities, we hope you found your place among the Pride of Preston!
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Preston Elementary in Pictures
Back to School Lunch
By Brooke Eung - PTA Hospitality Chair
Thanks to amazing parent and PTA support, the
Back-to-School teacher lunch was a huge success! The
Hospitality Team thanks everyone who contributed and
helped to make this a special day for our teachers. Many
staff members expressed gratitude that their own lunch
was one less thing they had to think of when getting off
to school this morning. And we had such an amazing
spread that all staff members were able to enjoy
from teachers to cafeteria and custodial staff!
This is the Power of Pride … Side by Side.

Meet the Teacher
Meet the Teacher was such an exciting night!
Not only for students but their teachers and Preston staff as well.
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Hey Preston Pride - Let’s Celebrate!
Happy Birthday to Our Amazing
Teachers and Staff:
AUGUST
Cayce McCullock - Aug. 2
Carla Icenhower - Aug. 3
Natalie Sawyer - Aug. 6
Angela Clarke - Aug. 20
Jenny Armentrout - Aug. 25
Clint Gebhardt - Aug. 26
SEPTEMBER
Jennifer Bush - Sept. 6
Helen Cherian - Sept. 8
Tracy Wahbeh - Sept. 9
Lisa Jones - Sept. 14
Brandon Coston - Sept. 16
Tami Vinson - Sept. 18
Valarie Cole - Sept. 28
Christy Bayless - Sept. 30
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This week we asked The Pride:
What is so exciting about starting a new year at Preston Elementary?
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WATCH D.O.G.S.
Pizza Night!
FREE Pizza, Drinks and Fun!
Dads, granddads, uncles, step-dads and adult brothers –
this is your chance to serve as positive male role models at
Preston and be an extra set of eyes and ears for our campus.
Join us Tuesday, September 5, from 5:30-6:30pm,
for WATCH D.O.G.S. Pizza Night.
This one’s just for dads, and we will also have
coloring activities for the kids.
Why:

Learn more about our program,
meet fellow WatchDOGS,
and sign up for your spot!
When: September 5 from 5:30-6:30pm
Where: Preston Elementary Cafeteria
Who:
Preston Elementary WATCH D.O.G.S.

Go to the Preston PTA website (http://prestonpta.org/)
and click the button that says “Pizza Night RSVP.”
Please respond ASAP so we have an accurate count
for the pizza.
See you there!
Brian Conway
WATCH D.O.G.S. Coordinator
ptawatchdogs.preston@gmail.com

Go to h&p://prestonpta.org/di
to learn more, join a team, or
CONTACT:
volunteer as a Team Manager.

PHONE:

EMAIL:

Ques<ons? Contact Arun Mukherjee
at ptadichair.preston@gmail.com

CHALLENGE
PROGRAM

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Destination Imagination (DI) is a project-based educational
program that inspires and equips students to become the next

Learning Objectives
Science, Technology, Engineering,
Design, Arts, Mathematics, Creativity,
Innovation, Critical Thinking, Problem
Solving, Communication & Collaboration

generation of innovators and leaders. Teams in our program
improve in creative thinking, critical thinking and collaborative
problem solving. Our participants experience the creative
process, develop new friendships and learn to work together.

Seven Challenges
Challenges in seven areas: Technical,
Scientific, Engineering, Fine Arts,
Improvisational, Service Learning and
Early Learning.

HOW IT WORKS
Annually, DI offers new standards-based Challenges in
seven areas.
Each Challenge is open-ended and enables student teams
to learn and experience the creative process.
Up to 7 members can be on a team, and students from
kindergarten through university level participate.
Each team needs an adult Team Manager. Team Managers
help students stay on track but do not directly help the
team develop its solution to the DI Challenge.

Proven Results
“DI taught me how to think
creatively. As a scientist, I think
differently than other people, and it
is certainly an advantage.”
– Lauren Zarzar,
Ph.D. Harvard Graduate

DESTINATIONIMAGINATION.ORG

2017-2018
NATIONAL PTA REFLECTIONS®

WITHIN REACH
Entries from
all grades and all
abilities welcome.

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES:
When: Friday, October 27, 2017
Where: Preston Elementary, Art Room

FOR DETAILS, CONTACT:
ptaartsed.preston@gmail.com
http://prestonpta.org/reflections

Learn more and get involved! PTA.ORG/REFLECTIONS

National PTA is seeking a theme
for the 2019-2020 Reflections program

The student who submits the
winning entry will receive $100!
Use this form to brainstorm, then visit
the Texas PTA website to submit your entries.
As repeat themes will not be considered, please review the past themes.
We look forward to your creativity!
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For more details visit:
h&p://prestonpta.org/reﬂec<ons

Now ask your parent or teacher if they will help you submit your themes at www.txpta.org!

