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Monday, September 18
Virtual Curriculum Night

Tuesday, September 19
PTA Programs Information Night
5:30 - 7:00 pm at PES MPR

Thursday, September 21
Popcorn Thursday
Kids Against Hunger
Chick-Fil-A Spirit Day
Friday, September 22
Reading with the Eagles
Bring $1 for a Spirit Ribbon
Jenny Preston Jamboree
5:30 - 7:30 pm at PES

Monday, September 18

#AllenPrestonPride

Jenny Preston Jamboree
Our first annual Jenny Preston Jamboree is THIS FRIDAY,
September 22, from 5:30-7:30! The Fall Festival Committee has
planned a fun-filled event for the entire family. There will be activities
for all ages including a petting zoo, inflatables, and face painting and
all activities are FREE!
Bring a picnic blanket and enjoy dinner from one of our food
trucks—The Hot Potato, Pappy’s Mobile Café, or Pie 5 and be sure
to top it off with a treat from Kona Ice! Vendors will accept cash
(preferred by Pie 5) and credit cards.
If you are planning on attending, don’t forget to volunteer for a short
shift at one of our activities! We still have plenty of volunteer
opportunities available. CLICK HERE and sign-up today!
Questions?
Email:
ptafestivals.preston@gmail.com

EARLIER START TO SCHOOL DAY FOR 2017-18

Saturday, September 30

This is a friendly reminder that all Allen ISD elementary schools have
an earlier start time this year! School actually starts at 7:50am.
Students are picked up from the cafeteria and gym by their teachers,
starting at 7:40am. Learning starts at 7:50am sharp, in each
classroom! We have noticed that some students are arriving at school
at 7:50am. At this time, teachers are taking attendance in classrooms.
So, if your child is walking in the doors at 7:50am, their teacher is
probably already counting them absent. Our traffic is moving efficiently
on both sides of the building. No students are tardy due to traffic
concerns. Please try to be on time, ready, and in class by 7:50am!
Thanks for helping us make the most of our instructional day!

Final Day to Order
Field Trip Shirt

We have a BIG SHOUT OUT to our Safety Patrol 5th and 6th grade
students who are working hard to help kids out of cars and in the
building safely and promptly!

Sunday, September 24
Jenny Preston Elementary
School Dedication
2:00pm PES Gym

The Preston Press

Virtual Curriculum Night
Just a reminder that this year’s Virtual Curriculum
Night is scheduled for TONIGHT - Monday,
September 18 - and is a designated day for our
PES teachers to send parents information about
the curriculum their child will learn throughout the
2017-2018 year.
What makes this evening even better is that
there’s no formal meeting so no attendance is
required! All information is electronic and can be
accessed from the comfort of your home. Parents
will receive the Curriculum Night information
from their child’s homeroom teacher on
September 18.
Once the curriculum presentations have been
distributed, parents can visit their child’s grade
level webpage where the information will be posted
permanently for the remainder of the school year.
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Program Information Night
Tuesday, September 19, 5:30-7:00pm
PES Multi-purpose Room
The evening’s agenda includes:
5.30 - 6.00 pm – Preston Publishers
6.00 - 6.30 pm – Reflections
6.30 - 7.00 pm – Destination Imagination
Program Chairs will present information on
each program, provide key dates, rules,
and will be on hand to answer questions.
Best of all? You do not need to sign up for
any session – just show up! See you soon!
Questions?
Email: ptaartsed.preston@gmail.com

If you have any questions, please contact your
child’s classroom teacher and they will be happy to
assist!

Families, Food, and Fun at First PES Spirit Night
On Friday, September 8, PES families gathered at Dave & Buster’s in Frisco to celebrate the Pride’s very
first Spirit Night. Spirit Nights were created to help raise funds for the PTA and our school so we can
continue to fund exciting programs, fun equipment, and even supplies - all while having fun together!
A HUGE thank you to our Preston families for making our first ever Spirit Night a HUGE success! The PTA
raised $643.00 and, from the looks of the pictures we collected, everyone had a great time.
We truly appreciate everyone that came out to support PES. If you couldn’t make this one, don’t worry!
There will be plenty of opportunities to have a fun night out with your family while giving back!
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Volunteering with PRIDE
Emily Conner…Communicating A Passion for Volunteerism
Even if you haven’t met Emily Conner yet, you have most likely
already encountered her work - the Preston PTA website and
the Preston Press. She was asked in March to take on the role
of Communications Chair and she jumped in with two feet and
created the website and the look of the newsletter. She has
spent hundreds of hours creating all of this so that current and
future board members have these amazing products at the
ready and so families can enjoy an easy flow of information
right at their fingertips.
When asked why she volunteered for this position in PTA, she responds, “It’s fun! I’m so lucky to
have a position on the Preston Elementary PTA board that matches my hobbies, interests, and
skillset. I love working with technology and I love doing stuff for my kids so it’s a great fit.”
When you learn a little more about Emily’s past this makes more sense. She and her husband of
20 years, Chris, both earned a B.S. in Computer Engineering from Mississippi State University
and she worked for nearly 20 years in the computer systems support and software engineering
industry. The last 4 years were spent at her own consulting company, Anotera, LLC.
Emily has two boys, Sam (6th-Latos) and Ben (2nd-Herbert) who are her greatest reasons for
volunteering with PTA… “They are proud of me for volunteering. They tell me thank you all of the
time.” Her volunteerism doesn’t end there! Both boys love to play club soccer and Emily serves as
the team manager for Sam’s club soccer team.
As a valuable member of Preston PTA, her heart for what she is doing shows every day… “I want
to be a person who makes a difference. I’m so proud of this PTA board and the legacy that we are
creating for our neighborhood elementary school for years to come.”
Emily, you certainly have made a difference for the Preston community!

Jenny Preston Elementary School Dedication
On Sunday, September 24 we invite you, and your
family, as we honor Jenny Preston and dedicate the
Jenny Preston Elementary School. A memorable
program has been planned and will be held in the PES
gymnasium starting at 2:00 pm with a reception
following the event. We hope to see you there!
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Mark Your Calendar! It’s Time for Reading With the Eagles!
Reading With the Eagles is coming to PES on September 22. The players, cheerleaders,
trainers, and Tuffy will be here to greet students at 7:30 am that morning! The cheerleaders
will also have Spirit Ribbons to purchase for $1.00 each.

Allen Eagles

Players, cheerleaders and trainers will go to Kindergarten – 2nd grade classrooms to read to
the students. They will have a Q & A time with 3rd – 6th graders.
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Preston Elementary
Schoolwide Service Project
Feeding families around the world and around the corner, Preston Elementary is partnering with
Kids Against Hunger to package meals in one day and ship them to starving children and
families.
On May 23rd, 600 students, staff members and parent volunteers will have the hands-on
experience of packaging the nutritious meals that Kids Against Hunger sends to hungry children
locally and around the world. The students will be able to see how the efforts made in one
school, in one day; can really make a difference in the world. Students will learn the importance
of service and how everyone can be involved in some way helping others.
We need to raise $5,000 to pay for the meal packaging supplies. Throughout the year we will
raise the money through dollar pajama and hat days as well as through our Chick Fil-A Spirit
Days. Once a month we will have a Chick Fil-A Spirit Day (the Stacy Road location) in which the
proceeds will go towards our service project.
Please help us raise the money needed for our service project by eating at Chick Fil-A on
September 21st! Be sure to mention Preston Elementary when you order.

FALL AND WINTER SPIRIT WEAR
New Designs Available September 22

Check out Preston’s newest Spirit Wear designs! The new styles include a white long sleeve t-shirt
with red lettering on the front pocket and back, and a grey hoodie. Sizing and styles will be available
on display at the Preston Jamboree. Order them from the Spirit Wear Store on the PTA website
starting September 22.

Long sleeve shirt combo

PES Hoodie
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Time to Get Moving!

2017-18 PES Run Club Starts in October
Come and join the fun as we start our new season of the Preston Pride Run Club. You can walk,
jog, or run your way to being fit! Run Club isn’t just for students - parents and staff can join in the
fun as well!
Participants who accumulate 26 miles throughout the year will be honored at an exciting Run Club
celebration at the end of the year.
To sign-up your child for Run Club, or to learn more on how the program works, CLICK HERE.
In addition, check-out the flyer posted in this newsletter.
Parent volunteers are needed to make Run Club a success. To sign-up to be a Run Club Parent
Volunteer, CLICK HERE.
Questions? Email Coach C: brandon.coston@allenisd.org

Mr. Preston’s Art Corner
What an exciting few weeks this has been at PES! Art is really taking
off and the students are having a great time! There are quite a few
updates on Mr. Preston’s website - including information on Art
contests and Art UIL. We’re gearing up for this year’s exciting
Reflections contest that’s just around the corner. Be sure to check out
the contest rules and how your student can enter on the Art website. In
addition, please take a look at the Art Wish List on the site as well.
Interested in donating? Items needed are listed below:
Household items
❖ styrofoam egg cartons
❖ clean rags
❖ clean, empty coffee cans
❖ small Tupperware/plastic tubs
Art Supplies
❖ paint brushes of any size
❖ foam brushes
❖ small cans of paint (samples, etc)
❖ any paper you want to donate
Thank you in advance for any donations - they are greatly appreciated!

The
Inspiration
Station
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Let’s Saddle Up and Read!

Wild West Book Fair Starts October 2
Yee Haw! It’s almost time for the PES PTA Wild West Book Fair! Shine your spurs, saddle your
horse, and ride in to Preston and explore some new books that you, and your family, will love.
Book Fair Hours:
Oct. 2 (Mon)
7:30am – 3:30pm
Oct. 3 (Tues) 7:30am – 7:00pm (open late!)
Oct. 4 (Wed)
7:30am – 3:30pm
Oct. 5 (Thu)
7:30am – 3:30pm
Oct. 6 (Fri)
7:30am – 1:30pm
Not sure you can make it to the Book Fair? No problem!
Families can start ordering books in our online Book
Fair line starting September 20. Just visit
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/prestonpta.
We are also looking for a few helpful hands to help set-up,
decorate, and at assist at our Book Fair check-out.
Interested? Click the sign-up button.

Math A Big Deal on October 3
On Tuesday, October 3, Preston Elementary families will have an opportunity to participate in
a hands-on family event known as Math A Big Deal. This exciting program is funded by the
PTA and will run from 5:30pm-6:30pm in the PES cafeteria. During the event, families will
participate in stations that allow them to explore math in fun, game-like settings. Stations will
cover topics for all grade levels. Parents will learn practical games and ways to help their
children succeed in math.
In order for the program to be a success, parent volunteers are needed to
facilitate the directions at each table. If you are energetic and interested in
helping out CLICK HERE and sign-up for “Math A Big Deal” under
Volunteer Opportunities. We hope to see YOU there!
Questions about the event or volunteer opportunities?
Email: ptaprograms.preston@gmail.com
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Want To Participate in Reflections?

ARTS in
Education

It’s Easy - Follow This Checklist!
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Do you have a Preston PTA Member in your immediate family?
This is a requirement of Texas PTA.
Check the Rules for your Arts Category. Each Category has
different Rules for submission.
Download the Student Entry Form
Fill out the Form. Pay Special Attention to the Title and Artist
Statement.
Submit 2 copies of the Student Entry Form with each
submission.
A Parent Signature and Student Signature on the Student Entry
Form is required.
Make sure you submit your entry before Oct 16, 2017 at the Art
Room.

That’s it. You’re all set! Questions? ptaartsed.preston@gmail.com
Need entry rules, forms, or more information? CLICK HERE

Preston Publishers is Live!
Give your child the opportunity to develop, write, and illustrate their very own book!
Preston Publishers allows young authors from any grade level
to publish their creative work as a hardcover book that will
become part of the Preston Elementary library! This program
invites young minds to transform their creative ideas into a
masterpiece that will be enjoyed for years to come, thus
building self-confidence while promoting life skills such as
organization, critical thinking, self-reflection, time management
and perseverance.

Click the button to learn about the program and register your child.

Preston Publishers
Info & Sign-up

You can email questions to ptastudentbkpublish.preston@gmail.com or join us at the PTA
Program Information Night on September 19th at 5:30 pm.
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Calling All Library Volunteers!
Volunteering in the Preston Library is easy! Tasks will differ each week, but usually
include…
●
●
●
●
●

Shelving books
Helping students find & check out books
Organizing the shelves
Minor book maintenance and repairs
Processing new books

If you’d like to sign up for a volunteer spot, please CLICK HERE. Questions can be emailed
to Jennifer Craig at craig.family@gmail.com.

Happy Birthday to Our Amazing
Teachers and Staff:

Destination Imagination
Sign-Up Date Has Changed

September
Lisa Jones - Sept. 14
Brandon Coston - Sept. 16
Tami Vinson - Sept. 18
Valarie Cole - Sept. 28
Christy Bayless - Sept. 30

Did you know that Destination Imagination
impacts more than 150,000 students in 48
states and 30 countries? Be part of
something big right here at PES!

October
Rachel Kirbie - Oct. 12
Monica Lemons - Oct. 19
Paula Stockwell - Oct. 26

Destination Imagination sign-ups are
currently underway for students and
volunteers. The final date for registration
has changed. The deadline to join a team
or become a Team Manger is October 15.
To learn more or sign-up CLICK HERE.
Questions?
Email: ptadichair.preston@gmail.com

Food Trucks On-Site Accepting Cash & Credit Cards

Math A Big Deal!
LEARNING MATH
THROUGH GAMES
Come out to this exciting
hands-on night to play games
and build a love for math!

When: Tuesday, October 3rd,
5:30-6:30 p.m.
Where: Preston Elementary
Cafeteria

Adult volunteers are needed to
make this a SUCCESS!
Volunteer Sign-up

Math A Big Deal will be hosted during our
Fall Book Fair. Come early and buy some
books off of your child's wishlist!

Designed by Bimbimkha / Freepik

Preston Pride
Run Club 2017-2018
What?

Come join the fun as we start our new season of Preston Pride Run Club. Walk,
jog or run your way to being fit!

Who?

Students, parents and staff are invited to join the fun.
Fitness fun for the entire family!

How?

Sign up online on Coach Coston’s Preston Elem.
https://www.allenisd.org/Page/51941

When?

Tuesdays after school, 3:00-3:45pm.
October 10, 17, 24
November 7, 14, 28
December 5, 12, 19
January and February – No Run Club
March 20, 27
April 3, 17, 24
*May 8 Run Club Celebration for only the students who accumulate 26 miles throughout the
year.

Where? Meet up Location will be announced once we have final enrollment numbers. We
have a painted track marked on the school blacktop. Runners/walkers collect marks on a
3x5 card for each lap completed and tally them up at the end of the session. Awards will be
given for each 5 miles completed. At the end of the school year, awards will go to the top
mileage finishers in each grade level and overall.
Important information:
● Run Club Parent volunteers are needed! Sign-up on the Preston PTA webpage.
● Kids Club students must report to Kids Club to check in before coming to the gym.
● Pick-up after Run Club will be on the North side of the school closest to the gym.
Parents need to stay in their cars and pull forward in the carpool. You also need to
have the number tag visible that was given to you from your classroom teacher. If you
need to come to the building please park in the parking lot, not in the drive-through
lane.
● Students will not be allowed to walk to the parking lot without a parent.
● Please note Run Club is over at 3:45. If you are late to pick up your student, he or
she will receive a warning. After two warnings, your student will not be allowed back
to Run Club for the year.
● The back gate will be unlocked until 4:10pm for bikers/walkers.
● In case of inclement weather, please check your email, Coach C’s home page, or
Twitter @PrestonElemPE.

OUR
IMPACT

EVERY YEAR, WE IMPACT MORE THAN 150,000
STUDENTS IN 48 STATES AND 30 COUNTRIES
150,000

1,500,000

38,000+

750,000

PARTICIPANTS ANNUALLY

ALUMNI

VOLUNTEERS

HOURS VOLUNTEERED
ANNUALLY

7

CHALLENGES :
TECHNICAL, SCIENTIFIC,
ENGINEERING, FINE ARTS,
IMPROV, SERVICE LEARNING,
RISING STARS!

5
AGE LEVELS: PRE-K, ELEMENTARY,
MIDDLE, SECONDARY, UNIVERSITY

48 & 30

100,000+

1982

48 STATES & 30
COUNTRIES

DOLLARS IN SCHOLARSHIPS
DISTRIBUTED ANNUALLY

YEAR DI
INCORPORATED

Go to h&p://prestonpta.org/di to learn more, join a team, or volunteer as a Team Manager.
Ques<ons? Contact Arun Mukherjee at ptadichair.preston@gmail.com
DESTINATIONIMAGINATION.ORG

1.888.321.1503

ASKDI@DIHQ.ORG

2017-2018
NATIONAL PTA REFLECTIONS®

WITHIN REACH
Entries from
all grades and all
abilities welcome.

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES:
When: Monday, October 16, 2017
Where: Preston Elementary, Art Room

FOR DETAILS, CONTACT:
ptaartsed.preston@gmail.com
http://prestonpta.org/reflections

Learn more and get involved! PTA.ORG/REFLECTIONS

